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Lawsuit alleges Gov. Greitens conspired to violate
Missouri open records laws

With Confide, messages can’t be saved, so it’s impossible to know whether former Gov. Eric Greitens and his
senior staff were using it to conduct state business out of the public eye. 
By Leah Becerra, Jason Hancock and Jason Boatright
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A pair of St. Louis County attorneys filed a lawsuit last week accusing Gov. Eric Greitens and
his staff of engaging in an ongoing conspiracy to violate Missouri’s open records laws by using
an app that deletes text messages after they’ve been read.

Ben Sansone and Mark Pedroli are asking a Cole County judge to prohibit Greitens from using
the app and to require him to reveal the names of all staffers who have used it.

Last month The Star revealed that the governor and his senior staff use the Confide app,
which also prevents someone from saving, forwarding, printing or taking a screenshot of a
text.

In the lawsuit, Sansone and Pedroli argue use of the app by elected officials and government
employees is “illegal and constitutes an ongoing conspiracy to violate the Missouri Sunshine
law and Missouri state and local records law, not to mention a significant affront to the open
government and democratic traditions of Missouri and the United States.”

The governor’s spokesman did not immediately respond to a request for comment about the
lawsuit.

Missouri Attorney General Josh Hawley announced last month that his office would investigate
whether the governor and his staff were illegally destroying public records by using the app.

Use of the app raised concerns among transparency advocates who worried it could be used to
subvert Missouri open records law. Because the app is designed to eliminate a paper trail, it is
impossible to determine whether the governor and his staff are using it to conduct state
business out of view of the public, or whether they’re using it for personal and campaign
purposes.

Sansone and Pedroli are neighbors in the city of Des Peres in St. Louis County. Sansone also
serves on the Des Peres board of aldermen.

Pedroli told The Star the pair previously joined forces to filed an open records lawsuit in 2016
against the city of Des Peres in a dispute over a development project near their neighborhood.

Since then, Pedroli said, they’ve formed an organization called The Sunshine Project which
aims to “hold the government responsible for turning over public records.”
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In addition to asking a judge to issue an injunction to stop the governor and his staff from
using Confide, the lawsuit is asking for a fine to be imposed.

Jason Hancock: 573-634-3565, @J_Hancock

  Comments  

0 Comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Newest

Add a comment... 

tel:573-634-3565
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock
javascript:void(0);
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CGNkXAIgzXJbVCJK0BPHDrdgEsbL96lS-rLOtsgi_4R4QASCY4sgbYMnm-4mYpPQSoAHukdPNA8gBA-ACAKgDAcgDCKoEkwJP0FfyTqyF719j2nLXe2ymDVnZPXVVK5gB01tdiEkvyqxwATbjqiJjC9bCYBuoTRh_-gVsxwMid8kc_9UbblkdXqPUvHt-ogyJIaHpXcClcr4Au3-vQlJ9zXVuWqG0C_SIxXmdeVmhNSzJy05QpSEIJ5m8gnER6qjPfL1F54MlpuQWGfVigvaLtG0sLHYWqJhYsWrvLfTgi-wH8wdZCJxOqGbyFGYIcm47AdvufY2MB4Dl29ARoH2ScMAHJ69D3hqhJ1N1ZxKNWqrxAe7Q5GXfTI3sh8KJABgvNL9dnScrFe8M6ybXgFMCuw2Phvia_aE7MGtAelpfMDdtrZmWfBM56cfcz4texj-K_iF7Og8n2QPCc-AEAZAGAaAGA4AHxNTrOogHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggGCAAQAhgBsQn-ihwG6ssgaYAKA9gTAg&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3i5ib9sAeVtiG1zycmUdH7tsOfqpFMpdKlxdn3ZQuLxyLkUW3Ktbh3pXgTzlHfJOqat_a5n8tV-OCq9ZNJg1FlumsCc0Di8KS-yjQb0QPq4SqT28XmEa_aLnqRduTZxBqZatv0bHnQtjcgDX0K8muYscb5Ug&sig=AOD64_3sG7QdAtEy3P1n1pdokpX06LD_NQ&client=ca-pub-3446305859157241&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://us.shein.com/US-DressCollection-20170529-Y-D7-vc-26422.html%3Furl_from%3Dusadgg01xx_DressCollection20170529_YD7_20190106-E-300*600%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAjszhBRDgARIsAH8Kgvfw-YGC69cfNOR9POYhaZswdR5ODvm50Mov7Q3Wgfhp1mMCJE__uToaAoJ9EALw_wcB
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAHPW1tbW251bGwsWzEsMTAsMjEsMjJdLG51bGwsbnVsbCx0cnVlLFsiODA4MjIiXSxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCx0cnVlXSxbbnVsbCxudWxsLFtudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCwiaHR0cHM6Ly9kaXNwbGF5YWRzLWZvcm1hdHMuZ29vZ2xldXNlcmNvbnRlbnQuY29tL2Fkcy9wcmV2aWV3L2NvbnRlbnQuanM_Y2xpZW50PXd0YVx1MDAyNm9iZnVzY2F0ZWRDdXN0b21lcklkPTIzMDU2MjE3NTZcdTAwMjZjcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTMyMzE5OTIwMjAxOVx1MDAyNnZlcnNpb25JZD0wXHUwMDI2YWRHcm91cENyZWF0aXZlSWQ9Mjg4Mzk0ODkyODYyXHUwMDI2aHRtbFBhcmVudElkPXByZXYtMFx1MDAyNmhlaWdodD02MDBcdTAwMjZ3aWR0aD0zMDBcdTAwMjZzaWc9QUNpVkJfd1dLQnM4ZjhPS1RwT1dreFFEd081YUFnQUhvUSJdXV1dXRNPV4ysDxi7jRbY_eM41IxuMoKPCSLzmofAuNscaiw7l-nHIFOSnN_bo_56hA8x0OlHK8CZzl0j8V30Qv-znnp-RFz-G17CBZ9MAc_qRbfMV3CXhC0QWpzotWGvo0osIjYQfDttEWWFroG_PnLlbzPMK4T71tJpJL4B2Zq4L0iDP7dTb4onzeoUXG7LOwQZ1KEkhBu4Z9Ccp9lK9AnrtcYpI5tGZMwl1fIkNzFGv64KljJnbui8FpgAhN7QpHYnHg2vNnwudY9QKLjYOHXx22trXEsHckFxC5oSp_yKoX8W-zUEPCDEHLpmJuQNMMcn60NAyo9VEFZM6rlFgVobaN8,Pb1Gf4WivPIlPjL835fZsg&source=display&cbt=24yCcCIe8QwIvqyzrbIIENL9iZwGGNyd0zsiDHVzLnNoZWluLmNvbTIICAUTGI32AhRCF2NhLXB1Yi0zNDQ2MzA1ODU5MTU3MjQxSAVYA3ABqAEB&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCGNkXAIgzXJbVCJK0BPHDrdgEsbL96lS-rLOtsgi_4R4QASCY4sgbYMnm-4mYpPQSoAHukdPNA8gBA-ACAKgDAcgDCKoEkwJP0FfyTqyF719j2nLXe2ymDVnZPXVVK5gB01tdiEkvyqxwATbjqiJjC9bCYBuoTRh_-gVsxwMid8kc_9UbblkdXqPUvHt-ogyJIaHpXcClcr4Au3-vQlJ9zXVuWqG0C_SIxXmdeVmhNSzJy05QpSEIJ5m8gnER6qjPfL1F54MlpuQWGfVigvaLtG0sLHYWqJhYsWrvLfTgi-wH8wdZCJxOqGbyFGYIcm47AdvufY2MB4Dl29ARoH2ScMAHJ69D3hqhJ1N1ZxKNWqrxAe7Q5GXfTI3sh8KJABgvNL9dnScrFe8M6ybXgFMCuw2Phvia_aE7MGtAelpfMDdtrZmWfBM56cfcz4texj-K_iF7Og8n2QPCc-AEAZAGAaAGA4AHxNTrOogHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggGCAAQAhgBsQn-ihwG6ssgaYAKA9gTAg%26sigh%3DErJ-nIFm4Zs%26cid%3DCAMSeQClSFh38KrhO93YgEQ4eIVuYKGmeq4hRGFN0YkJKMeA0PR_nRVpDZFHt6lA0VQacVc80OMJDVwJ5J11T53Dy4d9TveZJDl3L37gCdR91pKyJv051vIdQKr9FO1eiv790GGu1lrx91Lc4N07YG3tq4EdZly9PMZbzp4
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAHPW1tbW251bGwsWzEsMTAsMjEsMjJdLG51bGwsbnVsbCx0cnVlLFsiODA4MjIiXSxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCx0cnVlXSxbbnVsbCxudWxsLFtudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCwiaHR0cHM6Ly9kaXNwbGF5YWRzLWZvcm1hdHMuZ29vZ2xldXNlcmNvbnRlbnQuY29tL2Fkcy9wcmV2aWV3L2NvbnRlbnQuanM_Y2xpZW50PXd0YVx1MDAyNm9iZnVzY2F0ZWRDdXN0b21lcklkPTIzMDU2MjE3NTZcdTAwMjZjcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTMyMzE5OTIwMjAxOVx1MDAyNnZlcnNpb25JZD0wXHUwMDI2YWRHcm91cENyZWF0aXZlSWQ9Mjg4Mzk0ODkyODYyXHUwMDI2aHRtbFBhcmVudElkPXByZXYtMFx1MDAyNmhlaWdodD02MDBcdTAwMjZ3aWR0aD0zMDBcdTAwMjZzaWc9QUNpVkJfd1dLQnM4ZjhPS1RwT1dreFFEd081YUFnQUhvUSJdXV1dXRNPV4ysDxi7jRbY_eM41IxuMoKPCSLzmofAuNscaiw7l-nHIFOSnN_bo_56hA8x0OlHK8CZzl0j8V30Qv-znnp-RFz-G17CBZ9MAc_qRbfMV3CXhC0QWpzotWGvo0osIjYQfDttEWWFroG_PnLlbzPMK4T71tJpJL4B2Zq4L0iDP7dTb4onzeoUXG7LOwQZ1KEkhBu4Z9Ccp9lK9AnrtcYpI5tGZMwl1fIkNzFGv64KljJnbui8FpgAhN7QpHYnHg2vNnwudY9QKLjYOHXx22trXEsHckFxC5oSp_yKoX8W-zUEPCDEHLpmJuQNMMcn60NAyo9VEFZM6rlFgVobaN8,Pb1Gf4WivPIlPjL835fZsg&source=display&cbt=24yCcCIe8QwIvqyzrbIIENL9iZwGGNyd0zsiDHVzLnNoZWluLmNvbTIICAUTGI32AhRCF2NhLXB1Yi0zNDQ2MzA1ODU5MTU3MjQxSAVYA3ABqAEB&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCGNkXAIgzXJbVCJK0BPHDrdgEsbL96lS-rLOtsgi_4R4QASCY4sgbYMnm-4mYpPQSoAHukdPNA8gBA-ACAKgDAcgDCKoEkwJP0FfyTqyF719j2nLXe2ymDVnZPXVVK5gB01tdiEkvyqxwATbjqiJjC9bCYBuoTRh_-gVsxwMid8kc_9UbblkdXqPUvHt-ogyJIaHpXcClcr4Au3-vQlJ9zXVuWqG0C_SIxXmdeVmhNSzJy05QpSEIJ5m8gnER6qjPfL1F54MlpuQWGfVigvaLtG0sLHYWqJhYsWrvLfTgi-wH8wdZCJxOqGbyFGYIcm47AdvufY2MB4Dl29ARoH2ScMAHJ69D3hqhJ1N1ZxKNWqrxAe7Q5GXfTI3sh8KJABgvNL9dnScrFe8M6ybXgFMCuw2Phvia_aE7MGtAelpfMDdtrZmWfBM56cfcz4texj-K_iF7Og8n2QPCc-AEAZAGAaAGA4AHxNTrOogHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggGCAAQAhgBsQn-ihwG6ssgaYAKA9gTAg%26sigh%3DErJ-nIFm4Zs%26cid%3DCAMSeQClSFh38KrhO93YgEQ4eIVuYKGmeq4hRGFN0YkJKMeA0PR_nRVpDZFHt6lA0VQacVc80OMJDVwJ5J11T53Dy4d9TveZJDl3L37gCdR91pKyJv051vIdQKr9FO1eiv790GGu1lrx91Lc4N07YG3tq4EdZly9PMZbzp4
https://developers.facebook.com/products/social-plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.facebook.com/jason.hancock.77736

