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Missouri House Speaker John Diehl resigns over intern texts; Todd

Richardson replaces him

Missouri House Speaker John Diehl resigned Thursday, a day after The Star published a story regarding sexually charged texts he exchanged with an
intern. | file photo - The Associated Press

BY JASON HANCOCK
jhancock@kcstar.com

' b i
Y . 12 f -
House Speaker John Diehl, arguably the most powerful lawmaker in Missouri, announced Thursday he will resign from office. His
announcement came just a day after The Star revealed he’d exchanged sexually suggestive texts with a 19-year-old legislative intern.

Diehl, who will also step down from his legislative seat from St. Louis County, is expected to make the decision official Friday morning.

“I have acknowledged making a serious error in judgment by sending the text messages. It was wrong and | am truly sorry,” Diehl said in a
written statement Thursday afternoon. “Too often, we hear leaders say they’re sorry but are unwilling to accept the consequences. ... | am
willing to face the consequences.”

Hours after Diehl announced he would resign, Republicans gathered to pick Todd Richardson of Poplar Bluff as the next House speaker.
Richardson is the majority floor leader. His rise to speaker still requires a House vote, likely Friday.

http://www .kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article20986608.html

1711


https://twitter.com/J_Hancock
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598949280980672512
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598922356841549824
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598923184788807680
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=599007400704614400
https://twitter.com/SenatorNasheed
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598920222331052032
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BlbXINnpbVb-RGojfpAPI9YCgAZ7Yp9kGAAAAEAEg7r6AGDgAWJbH1eHrAWDJ_vuJmKSkE7IBEnd3dy5rYW5zYXNjaXR5LmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cua2Fuc2FzY2l0eS5jb20vbmV3cy9nb3Zlcm5tZW50LXBvbGl0aWNzL2FydGljbGUyMDk4NjYwOC5odG1smALohAHAAgLgAgDqAjEvNzY3NS9LQ00uc2l0ZV9rYW5zYXNjaXR5L05ld3MvTG9jYWwvR292dFBvbGl0aWNz-AL-0R6QA6QDmAPgA6gDAcgDmQTgBAGQBgGgBhTYBwE&num=0&cid=5GjQBRNuS58IY2v-ldhlejIK&sig=AOD64_1BeEM2alXyvl26kpad2oV75siQHA&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=http://www.mypricechopper.com/mobile-app
https://twitter.com/stevekraske/status/598921032234184704
https://twitter.com/KiekowLive/status/598906654235623427
https://twitter.com/GarrettKRCG13
https://storify.com/starwebeds/politicians-reaction-to-missouri-speaker-diehl-s-r
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598933067902779393
http://twitter.com/scanthony14/status/598922975111348224/photo/1
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598902024965627904
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MOLeg?src=hash
https://twitter.com/alexdstuckey
https://twitter.com/KiekowLive
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MoLeg?src=hash
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BgXIxNnpbVcCRGojfpAPI9YCgAZ7bvtsGAAAAEAEg7r6AGDgAWK7r29f5AWDJ_vuJmKSkE7IBEnd3dy5rYW5zYXNjaXR5LmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBA9oBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cua2Fuc2FzY2l0eS5jb20vbmV3cy9nb3Zlcm5tZW50LXBvbGl0aWNzL2FydGljbGUyMDk4NjYwOC5odG1smAKoRsACAuACAOoCMS83Njc1L0tDTS5zaXRlX2thbnNhc2NpdHkvTmV3cy9Mb2NhbC9Hb3Z0UG9saXRpY3P4Av7RHpADpAOYA-ADqAMByAOZBOAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5GjG3LxZ79J5EdUZzpkuJQr4&sig=AOD64_1RnPEMC5I8H9FymwC0hlUWD8QSww&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=http://www.careerbuilder.com/jobseeker/jobs/jobdetails.aspx%3Fsc_cmp1%3Djs_jrp_jobclick%26APath%3D2.31.0.0.0%26job_did%3DJHN5K76TQ2N93T54B4R%26showNewJDP%3Dyes%26IPath%3DILKV0A
http://twitter.com/SoCoGOP
https://twitter.com/johndiehljr
https://twitter.com/johndiehljr
http://twitter.com/SoCoGOP
https://storify.com/starwebeds/politicians-reaction-to-missouri-speaker-diehl-s-r?utm_source=embed_header
https://twitter.com/johndiehljr
https://twitter.com/SoCoGOP/status/599010205393903616
https://twitter.com/scanthony14
http://twitter.com/J_Hancock/status/598922356841549824/photo/1
https://twitter.com/BillKiddforMO
https://twitter.com/SenatorNasheed
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598966543897071616
http://twitter.com/J_Hancock/status/598922356841549824/photo/1
https://twitter.com/GarrettKRCG13/status/599007400704614400
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598903525142188032
https://twitter.com/johndiehljr
https://t.co/NDGdXcMjev
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598921032234184704
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598966543897071616
https://twitter.com/stevekraske
https://twitter.com/eyokley
http://twitter.com/SenatorNasheed/status/598966543897071616/photo/1
http://storify.com/starwebeds
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598913256116195329
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-politics%2Farticle20986608.html
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598949280980672512
https://twitter.com/johndiehljr
https://twitter.com/AishaS/status/598924017261613056
https://twitter.com/search?q=place%3A2526edd24c06e60c
https://twitter.com/dhellingkc/status/598949280980672512
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598913256116195329
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598913256116195329
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock/status/598922356841549824
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598949280980672512
http://twitter.com/SenatorNasheed/status/598974458339205121/photo/1
https://twitter.com/eyokley
https://twitter.com/hashtag/moleg?src=hash
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=599008426325217280
https://storify.com/starwebeds/politicians-reaction-to-missouri-speaker-diehl-s-r?utm_source=embed_header
https://twitter.com/eyokley/status/598902024965627904
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598924017261613056
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598925741980577792
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23MOHouse
http://twitter.com/BillKiddforMO/status/599008426325217280/photo/1
http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article20822424.html
https://twitter.com/RoyBlunt
https://twitter.com/dhellingkc
http://storify.com/starwebeds
https://twitter.com/alexdstuckey
mailto:jhancock@kcstar.com
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598902024965627904
https://twitter.com/johndiehljr
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598922356841549824
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock/status/598920878022209537
https://twitter.com/dhellingkc
https://twitter.com/KiekowLive
https://twitter.com/hashtag/moleg?src=hash
https://twitter.com/AishaS
https://twitter.com/SenatorNasheed
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598920878022209537
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598933067902779393
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598923184788807680
https://twitter.com/BrianABC17
https://twitter.com/SenatorNasheed/status/598966543897071616
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598918337863819267
http://twitter.com/BillKiddforMO/status/599008426325217280/photo/1
https://twitter.com/eyokley
https://twitter.com/eyokley/status/598933067902779393
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598923184788807680
javascript:void(0)
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598921032234184704
http://twitter.com/scanthony14/status/598922975111348224/photo/1
https://twitter.com/hashtag/strategist?src=hash
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock
https://twitter.com/BillKiddforMO
https://twitter.com/johndiehljr
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598920878022209537
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23moleg
https://twitter.com/KRCG13
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B9hiVNnpbVb6RGojfpAPI9YCgAeaMkNgGAAAAEAEg7r6AGDgAWI6O0eHrAWDJ_vuJmKSkE7IBEnd3dy5rYW5zYXNjaXR5LmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cua2Fuc2FzY2l0eS5jb20vbmV3cy9nb3Zlcm5tZW50LXBvbGl0aWNzL2FydGljbGUyMDk4NjYwOC5odG1smALohAHAAgLgAgDqAjEvNzY3NS9LQ00uc2l0ZV9rYW5zYXNjaXR5L05ld3MvTG9jYWwvR292dFBvbGl0aWNz-AL-0R6QA6QDmAPgA6gDAcgDmQTgBAGQBgGgBhTYBwE&num=0&cid=5GhsQcwd_onpwluDchVGx1J-&sig=AOD64_0-ANcO0sDS8-rqTTOKHTjwG4k-rA&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=http://www.mypricechopper.com/mobile-app
https://twitter.com/AishaS
https://storify.com/starwebeds/politicians-reaction-to-missouri-speaker-diehl-s-r
https://twitter.com/FOX2now
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598902776828133376
https://twitter.com/scanthony14
https://twitter.com/dhellingkc
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock/status/598917575842484224
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598923356751077376
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598920878022209537
https://twitter.com/search?q=place%3A57347dfa1ab94cb8
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598933067902779393
https://twitter.com/ivanfoley
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598922356841549824
http://twitter.com/J_Hancock/status/598920878022209537/photo/1
javascript:void(0)
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Bs4j9NnpbVbyRGojfpAPI9YCgAf7Og78GAAAAEAEg7r6AGDgAWMbC-8bqAWDJ_vuJmKSkE7IBEnd3dy5rYW5zYXNjaXR5LmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cua2Fuc2FzY2l0eS5jb20vbmV3cy9nb3Zlcm5tZW50LXBvbGl0aWNzL2FydGljbGUyMDk4NjYwOC5odG1swAIC4AIA6gIxLzc2NzUvS0NNLnNpdGVfa2Fuc2FzY2l0eS9OZXdzL0xvY2FsL0dvdnRQb2xpdGljc_gC_tEekAOkA5gD4AOoAwHIA5kE0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5GhsVy3oEUwUF382ZyjKKn_Q&sig=AOD64_2VzlAh8ZqFMbv5NxHkqp4E_0s_ZQ&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=https://estar.kcstar.com/10weeksRoyals
https://twitter.com/SenatorNasheed
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock
https://twitter.com/kc_tsquare/status/598909150685343744
https://twitter.com/PatriotSam
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598906654235623427
https://twitter.com/tlongpine
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-politics%2Farticle20986608.html&text=Missouri%20House%20Speaker%20John%20Diehl%20resigns%20over%20intern%20texts%3B%20Todd%20Richardson%20replaces%20him&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-politics%2Farticle20986608.html
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598925741980577792
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock
https://twitter.com/scanthony14/status/598922975111348224
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598909150685343744
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598925741980577792
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=599007400704614400
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598921032234184704
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C67KmM3pbVd7HEcyQhASK0YDgD_zdkNoG3ITHqNIBm6qX5zwQASD0l6QkYMn--4mYpKQToAGM16rPA8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBL8BT9B003dVZ71iLJWk6Q-ZyOzCZaaMul8FVuU0O3UNgAsYezcXPCZHHx38CljLAdBroVN7XtmZ79Yx1c8dzZ_yYAyauvsxmTarl91-viVY5ECAvf6vK4nA41wbKhpLPTO5lu-IInNXUKOwIUWTCZljQcNKCXxb8n_FLXhjzv8MnvdncaYoIjHMTDusKODsM0FXXysabiT2QsDWCULZenpwrepSFVeVTpP-cRsVyQ0ulYhtvD6hod_OGmeJeQ7qWXuIBgGAB9yo1TCoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=5GjGhDwr7Tem9ldm451rUDcU&sig=AOD64_1FH4z0N0MTtMWvJdww2fLqVAkzjQ&client=ca-lmc-mcclatchy&adurl=http://www.newsmax.com/surveys/President/Do-You-Support-the-President-/id/114/kw/default/%3Fdkt_nbr%3Dopsn9l6k
https://twitter.com/PatriotSam/status/598902776828133376
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598918337863819267
https://storify.com/starwebeds/politicians-reaction-to-missouri-speaker-diehl-s-r
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598906654235623427
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598920222331052032
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MOLeg?src=hash
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598974458339205121
https://twitter.com/GarrettKRCG13
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MOLeg?src=hash
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598906654235623427
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598974458339205121
https://twitter.com/hashtag/moleg?src=hash
https://twitter.com/stevekraske
http://twitter.com/SenatorNasheed/status/598974458339205121/photo/1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598909150685343744
https://t.co/DloHAQQCys
https://twitter.com/BillKiddforMO/status/599008426325217280
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598923356751077376
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C67KmM3pbVd7HEcyQhASK0YDgD_zdkNoG3ITHqNIBm6qX5zwQASD0l6QkYMn--4mYpKQToAGM16rPA8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBL8BT9B003dVZ71iLJWk6Q-ZyOzCZaaMul8FVuU0O3UNgAsYezcXPCZHHx38CljLAdBroVN7XtmZ79Yx1c8dzZ_yYAyauvsxmTarl91-viVY5ECAvf6vK4nA41wbKhpLPTO5lu-IInNXUKOwIUWTCZljQcNKCXxb8n_FLXhjzv8MnvdncaYoIjHMTDusKODsM0FXXysabiT2QsDWCULZenpwrepSFVeVTpP-cRsVyQ0ulYhtvD6hod_OGmeJeQ7qWXuIBgGAB9yo1TCoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=5GjGhDwr7Tem9ldm451rUDcU&sig=AOD64_1FH4z0N0MTtMWvJdww2fLqVAkzjQ&client=ca-lmc-mcclatchy&adurl=http://www.newsmax.com/surveys/President/Do-You-Support-the-President-/id/114/kw/default/%3Fdkt_nbr%3Dopsn9l6k
https://twitter.com/tlongpine/status/598925741980577792
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=599008426325217280
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock/status/598913256116195329
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598902776828133376
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=599008426325217280
https://twitter.com/dhellingkc
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598902024965627904
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598918337863819267
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/eyokley
http://twitter.com/J_Hancock/status/598920878022209537/photo/1
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MOSen?src=hash
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598924017261613056
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B0iX4NnpbVcKRGojfpAPI9YCgAZbZp9kGAAAAEAEg7r6AGDgAWL6N1uHrAWDJ_vuJmKSkE7IBEnd3dy5rYW5zYXNjaXR5LmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBR2h0dHA6Ly93d3cua2Fuc2FzY2l0eS5jb20vbmV3cy9nb3Zlcm5tZW50LXBvbGl0aWNzL2FydGljbGUyMDk4NjYwOC5odG1smALohAHAAgLgAgDqAjEvNzY3NS9LQ00uc2l0ZV9rYW5zYXNjaXR5L05ld3MvTG9jYWwvR292dFBvbGl0aWNz-AL-0R6QA6QDmAPgA6gDAcgDmQTgBAGQBgGgBhTYBwE&num=0&cid=5Gjpdz06qPQeglS9zlgVhd_z&sig=AOD64_1rcxCrThx22Objxsg--q5GNkasUw&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=http://www.mypricechopper.com/mobile-app
https://twitter.com/kc_tsquare
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-politics%2Farticle20986608.html
https://twitter.com/alexdstuckey/status/598923356751077376
https://twitter.com/PatriotSam
https://twitter.com/hashtag/moleg?src=hash
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598974458339205121
https://twitter.com/johndiehljr
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-politics%2Farticle20986608.html&text=Missouri%20House%20Speaker%20John%20Diehl%20resigns%20over%20intern%20texts%3B%20Todd%20Richardson%20replaces%20him&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-politics%2Farticle20986608.html
https://twitter.com/search?q=place%3A01cace72701072d0
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598966543897071616
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598924017261613056
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598903525142188032
https://twitter.com/SenatorNasheed/status/598974458339205121
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598909150685343744
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=599007400704614400
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=598902776828133376
https://twitter.com/BrianABC17
https://twitter.com/johndiehljr
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=598903525142188032
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598920222331052032
https://twitter.com/BrianABC17/status/598903525142188032
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=598923356751077376
http://twitter.com/SenatorNasheed/status/598966543897071616/photo/1
https://twitter.com/tlongpine
https://twitter.com/kc_tsquare
https://twitter.com/hashtag/moleg?src=hash
https://twitter.com/J_Hancock
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GOP?src=hash
https://twitter.com/dhellingkc/status/598920222331052032

5/19/2015 Missouri House Speaker John Diehl resigns over intern texts; Todd Richardson replaces him | The Kansas City Star The Kansas City Star

Diehl had issued a statement Wednesday afternoon admitting the relationship and asking for forgiveness. He told news media gathered outside
his office later that night that he had no intention of resigning.

But his survival, or ouster, as speaker was more practically a matter for the overwhelming Republican majority. Those lawmakers met in a party
caucus late Wednesday, adjourning with neither a vote of confidence nor a consensus that the 49-year-old should go.

By Thursday morning, the dynamic had changed. Rumors swirled that Diehl’s resignation was a foregone conclusion. The House conducted no
business, despite only one day remaining before the legislative session ends for the year.

Diehl released a statement saying he was stepping down “for the good of my party, the caucus, and this state.”
Many in the statehouse expressed relief.

“It's time for him to focus on his family,” said Rep. Mike Moon, an Ash Grove Republican and one of two Republican lawmakers to call for
Diehl's removal during the Wednesday night caucus. “Stepping down is the right decision.”

The Star’s story exposed a series of text messages between Diehl and an intern from Missouri Southern State University, as well as the
speaker’s various efforts to shoot down the story and delay its publication.

The discovery of the text messages between Diehl and the intern followed a decision by Missouri Southern to end its Capitol internship program
last month — more than a month prematurely.

Roughly four hours after Diehl announced his resignation, the intern, Katie Graham, issued a short statement thanking people who had reached
out to her.

“Your support means a lot,” the statement said. “This is extremely difficult for both families, and | hope everyone can begin the healing process.
| (hope) the Missouri Capitol internship program ... remains a positive experience for other students in the future.”

Democrats had immediately called for Diehl’s ouster over the texts. Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon described Diehl’s conduct toward the intern as
“clearly inappropriate and troubling.”

The speaker’s actions were an “abuse of power and trust,” said Rep. Lauren Arthur, a Kansas City Democrat, and a sign of the “boy’s club
culture in Jefferson City.”

“He is a person who is in a position of power and engaged in an inappropriate relationship with an intern,” she said.
Richardson, the next House speaker, said he will review “our intern policy to make sure we craft the strongest policy we can.”

“That will begin the moment we finish our work” Friday, he told reporters shortly after his Republican colleagues picked him to be their new
leader.

Richardson also said the General Assembly needs to gain the public’s trust.

“I don’t think the last five months have put the legislature and this public institution in a particularly good light,” he said. “It's my great hope that
starting tomorrow, we can get back to work and focus on improving that public perception. That's going to be a priority for me as speaker.”

Some of Diehl’s colleagues who had remained publicly loyal said Thursday that they also supported his choice to step down. Woody Cozad, a
lobbyist and former Missouri GOP chairman, said resignation was “obviously the right decision.”

“It avoids dragging out things, makes a nice clean cut and we can move forward,” he said. “I'm sure personally it’s the right thing for him and his
family.”

Rod Jetton, a former Missouri House speaker who faced his own set of scandals during and after his time in office, said he was sad for Diehl.

“The young girl was a consenting adult who made a mistake, and John should have been the older, wiser adult,” Jetton said. “He has admitted
he made a serious mistake and is suffering the consequences.”

Diehl, an attorney with Husch Blackwell, is married and has three sons.

His legislative legacy will be highlighted by his efforts to successfully override the governor’s veto of a new congressional map in 2011 and a
$600 million tax cut in 2014. This year, he shepherded a right-to-work bill through the House and eventually to the governor’s desk for the first
time in Missouri history.

He also helped build massive Republican supermajorities in the House, first as majority leader and then upon his election as speaker last year.
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