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Sen. Paul LeVota of Independence resigns
amid sexual harassment accusations

®

BY SCOTT CANON
scanon@kcstar.com
AND STEVE KRASKE
skraske @kcestar.com

Sen. Paul LeVota, beset by charges that he sexually harassed legislative interns, resigned
from the Missouri legislature Friday evening even as he declared that the accusations were
unfounded.

http://www .kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article28667146.html 1/6


http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CO2W5IMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC4G6w9YH2bGEtM4Bu9bo6EcQAiD8qIcJKARgye7yiZik9BKgAef7u-UDyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEtAFP0BATYyIZ--mvuNOGZbrHehOA-H_HqEWMMZbrtEk_xL48MNLBodXAGMlJuS4EBlJ0FUiY3j3HxIJOcbd3yPgb-JC6EtIRKPewcnd7wjaRXUtq-M-rL6LQAlhZpSEqE6LWOAY5t24WaU0BGAdfGZj8XPp5SbQ0uanvpzlJWm7j9pEJqgTyBg_VyW-xmVyRF6mhZRxC7LI-2_hpZVPqXV8tkfSVFLkQSbpoyXECZMnQb4fQnH2IBgGAB4GExBqoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=2&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_1vUM7pP65oCoIE5upitlBswWYa9A&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://reversemortgageguides.org/reverse-mortgage/pros-and-cons/%3Fleadint_source%3DGoogleCompTxt%269gtype%3Dcontent%269gkw%3D%269gad%3D55387349457.1%269gpla%3Dwww.kansascity.com%269gag%3D2304508377
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CyL5_IMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC_6w69EHhoe744MBwI23ARAEIPyohwkoBGDJ7vKJmKT0EqABwv6x2gPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSxAU_QcG1JIh_76a-404Zlusd6E4D4f8eoRYwxluu0ST_Evjww0sGh1cAYyUm5LgQGUnQVSJjePcfEgk5xt3fI-Bv4kLoS0hEo97Byd3vCNpFdS2r4z6svotACWFmlISoTotY4Bjm3bhZpTQEYB18ZmPxc-nlJtEy6qaennmulqKEqC8tBoVTt5FoOgFpeF4wX5RRmWPfv1srY2J1mU19WX5ia9GARuOVMu5XKcepiF-XPUIgGAYAHpoHOJagHpr4b2AcB&num=4&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_0d4xbqVfWzfgP1q5nZlOjLAhg4xQ&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://subscribe.outsiderclub.com/54568
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CmgZcHczAVbdcho-mA5H5sbAI2ci5mAb5wK7q-AHWtPHxNBABIPSXpCRgye7yiZik9BKgAcWR8P4DyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEugFP0MswAAyogLeME7tvnRfr5vOaRkcMf37AaMemgvtxiPjpR2KuGQyynzck2x_q2iSsZinwu-q9CDRgLiS88_4ik7zjY5o6cnnNjs72wYmM4lnLrVm-YcX2-y13KBg6rYTdeY0ROJ4WF4On_7yyAf-92nKeDwB3enyCv_ndGLuRLrjliRtY1_kdqAv_093CFLwcDM8PrtaYk2MyAwyjckTBCxR_23E8gka8kKAXwWDZnG1S3SjD-5p4o3eIBgGAB6PujwGoB6a-G6gHtcEb2AcB&num=1&cid=5GjOwx_Ld4jISEblJcPoXwAy&sig=AOD64_1ZERKjMbZIVPU5LHMFO8dVwc_52w&client=ca-lmc-mcclatchy&adurl=http://try.usconcealedcarry.net/concealed-carry-info-k/%3Fid%3Dga%26sid%3Ddt_dco_ccg%26GA_network%3Dd%26GA_device%3Dc%26GA_campaign%3D59734337%26GA_adgroup%3D2105449577%26GA_target%3D%26GA_placement%3Dwww.kansascity.com%26GA_creative%3D66809880977%26GA_extension%3D%26GA_keyword%3D%26GA_loc_physical_ms%3D9023533%26GA_landingpage%3Dhttp://try.usconcealedcarry.net/concealed-carry-info-k/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CQTr_IMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC6Ob3MUHq-Xiy60CjfeiijMQAyD8qIcJKARgye7yiZik9BKgAY2N-ccDyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEtwFP0AB-RiIY--mvuNOGZbrHehOA-H_HqEWMMZbrtEk_xL48MNLBodXAGMlJuS4EBlJ0FUiY3j3HxIJOcbd3yPgb-JC6EtIRKPewcnd7wjaRXUtq-M-rL6LQAlhZpSEqE6LWOAY5t24WaU0BGAdfGZj8XPp5SbQ0uanvpzlBWpGBK14VEPYw7apzIoQ-XrN60OK8ZVD37_aL2JydZnMeXl-YmvQgH7nlTLudzHD_Z8k4aXaQP8_6vsuIBgGAB9vyhjioB6a-G9gHAQ&num=3&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_0YV5nHd9r-Xraw7pLLgMyIiCVftw&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://www.instaflex.com/report/advanced/articles.php%3Futm_source%3DDisplay%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_term%3D%257Bkeyword%257D%26utm_content%3DBranded%2520Search%26utm_campaign%3DAdWords
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CQTr_IMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC6Ob3MUHq-Xiy60CjfeiijMQAyD8qIcJKARgye7yiZik9BKgAY2N-ccDyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEtwFP0AB-RiIY--mvuNOGZbrHehOA-H_HqEWMMZbrtEk_xL48MNLBodXAGMlJuS4EBlJ0FUiY3j3HxIJOcbd3yPgb-JC6EtIRKPewcnd7wjaRXUtq-M-rL6LQAlhZpSEqE6LWOAY5t24WaU0BGAdfGZj8XPp5SbQ0uanvpzlBWpGBK14VEPYw7apzIoQ-XrN60OK8ZVD37_aL2JydZnMeXl-YmvQgH7nlTLudzHD_Z8k4aXaQP8_6vsuIBgGAB9vyhjioB6a-G9gHAQ&num=3&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_0YV5nHd9r-Xraw7pLLgMyIiCVftw&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://www.instaflex.com/report/advanced/articles.php%3Futm_source%3DDisplay%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_term%3D%257Bkeyword%257D%26utm_content%3DBranded%2520Search%26utm_campaign%3DAdWords
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-politics%2Farticle28667146.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Sen.%20Paul%20LeVota%20of%20Independence%20resigns%20amid%20sexual%20harassment%20accusations&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-politics%2Farticle28667146.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BdKjZH8zAVfJNztqkA93epKgKnqPx-wYAAAAQASDuvoAYOABYzsmSupwCYMnu8omYpPQSsgESd3d3LmthbnNhc2NpdHkuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gFHaHR0cDovL3d3dy5rYW5zYXNjaXR5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2dvdmVybm1lbnQtcG9saXRpY3MvYXJ0aWNsZTI4NjY3MTQ2Lmh0bWyYAqA4wAIC4AIA6gIxLzc2NzUvS0NNLnNpdGVfa2Fuc2FzY2l0eS9OZXdzL0xvY2FsL0dvdnRQb2xpdGljc_gC8NEekAOkA5gD4AOoAwHIA5kE4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5GiJbGDskb3sCkdjtXe5Jpkx&sig=AOD64_1sVFV8pQQQFgV4GdEXdVMdqzxYvA&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=https://www.smartsourcesamples.com/cgi-bin/samples.cgi%3Fsid%3D77
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CIt9CIMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC7bN27UGxs-0uuEBFBABIPyohwkoBGDJ7vKJmKT0EqAB3oKi_QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSxAU_QEGxyIhr76a-404Zlusd6E4D4f8eoRYwxluu0ST_Evjww0sGh1cAYyUm5LgQGUnQVSJjePcfEgk5xt3fI-Bv4kLoS0hEo97Byd3vCNpFdS2r4z6svotACWFmlISoTotY4Bjm3bhZpTQEYB18ZmPxc-nlJtEy6qaenrhXtlqEqC8tBoVTt5FoOgFpeF4wX5RRmWPfv1srY2J1mU19WX5ia9GARuOVMu5XKcepia5f7cogGAYAHiv3dAqgHpr4b2AcB&num=1&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_28c1pchksKhr4UBdzvmQzPzIUUzg&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://ronpaulupdate.com/%3Fcid%3DMKT033949%26eid%3DMKT063172
https://twitter.com/search?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-politics%2Farticle28667146.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C2MxTIMzAVbDVIJWQpgPt_qjQAdz058kG9PH8jYsCjfeiijMQASCY4sgbYMnu8omYpPQSoAHMkebeA8gBAqgDAcgDwQSqBLkBT9CI1NgRFh7xDAeHpMNbo8ruM1zSvrMVYwgybdJoCwDmBp192qAYduEQ0mKHuTcXPBOrb7_hn0ljhH-iiQl-bHPOjqSOJB5JViWSocwKdur_1-q70IsYJ60XDKMnVNob3mCo_OPPA0-pDG98qIJrapiyC1xtZ7CVLR_SkDGN58TtF5zPy09oeAjEBOPxLj6mc0s6tfL0poDKHlKgcT3VK4AS0S8N4eLDUiJbUjNyh9pMUHVDewS-6JOIBgGgBgKAB5zumSGoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=5GjieFQPGrudFRN4m-kLqjYo&sig=AOD64_1Luc6siuxWb3MfMYPYdrvM4RU1ZQ&client=ca-pub-3446305859157241&adurl=https://www.harrys.com/%3Fhh%3Drazor_stand--509eccb7dcfd92586beecb5e87fc362aa24d780d
http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CyL5_IMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC_6w69EHhoe744MBwI23ARAEIPyohwkoBGDJ7vKJmKT0EqABwv6x2gPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSxAU_QcG1JIh_76a-404Zlusd6E4D4f8eoRYwxluu0ST_Evjww0sGh1cAYyUm5LgQGUnQVSJjePcfEgk5xt3fI-Bv4kLoS0hEo97Byd3vCNpFdS2r4z6svotACWFmlISoTotY4Bjm3bhZpTQEYB18ZmPxc-nlJtEy6qaennmulqKEqC8tBoVTt5FoOgFpeF4wX5RRmWPfv1srY2J1mU19WX5ia9GARuOVMu5XKcepiF-XPUIgGAYAHpoHOJagHpr4b2AcB&num=4&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_0d4xbqVfWzfgP1q5nZlOjLAhg4xQ&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://subscribe.outsiderclub.com/54568
mailto:skraske@kcstar.com
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CyL5_IMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC_6w69EHhoe744MBwI23ARAEIPyohwkoBGDJ7vKJmKT0EqABwv6x2gPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSxAU_QcG1JIh_76a-404Zlusd6E4D4f8eoRYwxluu0ST_Evjww0sGh1cAYyUm5LgQGUnQVSJjePcfEgk5xt3fI-Bv4kLoS0hEo97Byd3vCNpFdS2r4z6svotACWFmlISoTotY4Bjm3bhZpTQEYB18ZmPxc-nlJtEy6qaennmulqKEqC8tBoVTt5FoOgFpeF4wX5RRmWPfv1srY2J1mU19WX5ia9GARuOVMu5XKcepiF-XPUIgGAYAHpoHOJagHpr4b2AcB&num=4&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_0d4xbqVfWzfgP1q5nZlOjLAhg4xQ&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://subscribe.outsiderclub.com/54568
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CO2W5IMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC4G6w9YH2bGEtM4Bu9bo6EcQAiD8qIcJKARgye7yiZik9BKgAef7u-UDyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEtAFP0BATYyIZ--mvuNOGZbrHehOA-H_HqEWMMZbrtEk_xL48MNLBodXAGMlJuS4EBlJ0FUiY3j3HxIJOcbd3yPgb-JC6EtIRKPewcnd7wjaRXUtq-M-rL6LQAlhZpSEqE6LWOAY5t24WaU0BGAdfGZj8XPp5SbQ0uanvpzlJWm7j9pEJqgTyBg_VyW-xmVyRF6mhZRxC7LI-2_hpZVPqXV8tkfSVFLkQSbpoyXECZMnQb4fQnH2IBgGAB4GExBqoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=2&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_1vUM7pP65oCoIE5upitlBswWYa9A&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://reversemortgageguides.org/reverse-mortgage/pros-and-cons/%3Fleadint_source%3DGoogleCompTxt%269gtype%3Dcontent%269gkw%3D%269gad%3D55387349457.1%269gpla%3Dwww.kansascity.com%269gag%3D2304508377
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B7bedH8zAVe5NztqkA93epKgK3uyT-gYAAAAQASDuvoAYOABYxsL7xuoBYMnu8omYpPQSsgESd3d3LmthbnNhc2NpdHkuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gFHaHR0cDovL3d3dy5rYW5zYXNjaXR5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2dvdmVybm1lbnQtcG9saXRpY3MvYXJ0aWNsZTI4NjY3MTQ2Lmh0bWzAAgLgAgDqAjEvNzY3NS9LQ00uc2l0ZV9rYW5zYXNjaXR5L05ld3MvTG9jYWwvR292dFBvbGl0aWNz-ALw0R6QA6QDmAPgA6gDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5GjuQAbZisFyB37RtVPgLmi1&sig=AOD64_2QZdVN0-q8SZmDmHAFH6l92P6k_w&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=https://estar.kcstar.com/10weeksRoyals
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CO2W5IMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC4G6w9YH2bGEtM4Bu9bo6EcQAiD8qIcJKARgye7yiZik9BKgAef7u-UDyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEtAFP0BATYyIZ--mvuNOGZbrHehOA-H_HqEWMMZbrtEk_xL48MNLBodXAGMlJuS4EBlJ0FUiY3j3HxIJOcbd3yPgb-JC6EtIRKPewcnd7wjaRXUtq-M-rL6LQAlhZpSEqE6LWOAY5t24WaU0BGAdfGZj8XPp5SbQ0uanvpzlJWm7j9pEJqgTyBg_VyW-xmVyRF6mhZRxC7LI-2_hpZVPqXV8tkfSVFLkQSbpoyXECZMnQb4fQnH2IBgGAB4GExBqoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=2&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_1vUM7pP65oCoIE5upitlBswWYa9A&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://reversemortgageguides.org/reverse-mortgage/pros-and-cons/%3Fleadint_source%3DGoogleCompTxt%269gtype%3Dcontent%269gkw%3D%269gad%3D55387349457.1%269gpla%3Dwww.kansascity.com%269gag%3D2304508377
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CQTr_IMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC6Ob3MUHq-Xiy60CjfeiijMQAyD8qIcJKARgye7yiZik9BKgAY2N-ccDyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEtwFP0AB-RiIY--mvuNOGZbrHehOA-H_HqEWMMZbrtEk_xL48MNLBodXAGMlJuS4EBlJ0FUiY3j3HxIJOcbd3yPgb-JC6EtIRKPewcnd7wjaRXUtq-M-rL6LQAlhZpSEqE6LWOAY5t24WaU0BGAdfGZj8XPp5SbQ0uanvpzlBWpGBK14VEPYw7apzIoQ-XrN60OK8ZVD37_aL2JydZnMeXl-YmvQgH7nlTLudzHD_Z8k4aXaQP8_6vsuIBgGAB9vyhjioB6a-G9gHAQ&num=3&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_0YV5nHd9r-Xraw7pLLgMyIiCVftw&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://www.instaflex.com/report/advanced/articles.php%3Futm_source%3DDisplay%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_term%3D%257Bkeyword%257D%26utm_content%3DBranded%2520Search%26utm_campaign%3DAdWords
mailto:scanon@kcstar.com
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CIt9CIMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC7bN27UGxs-0uuEBFBABIPyohwkoBGDJ7vKJmKT0EqAB3oKi_QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSxAU_QEGxyIhr76a-404Zlusd6E4D4f8eoRYwxluu0ST_Evjww0sGh1cAYyUm5LgQGUnQVSJjePcfEgk5xt3fI-Bv4kLoS0hEo97Byd3vCNpFdS2r4z6svotACWFmlISoTotY4Bjm3bhZpTQEYB18ZmPxc-nlJtEy6qaenrhXtlqEqC8tBoVTt5FoOgFpeF4wX5RRmWPfv1srY2J1mU19WX5ia9GARuOVMu5XKcepia5f7cogGAYAHiv3dAqgHpr4b2AcB&num=1&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_28c1pchksKhr4UBdzvmQzPzIUUzg&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://ronpaulupdate.com/%3Fcid%3DMKT033949%26eid%3DMKT063172
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CmgZcHczAVbdcho-mA5H5sbAI2ci5mAb5wK7q-AHWtPHxNBABIPSXpCRgye7yiZik9BKgAcWR8P4DyAEBqAMByAPDBKoEugFP0MswAAyogLeME7tvnRfr5vOaRkcMf37AaMemgvtxiPjpR2KuGQyynzck2x_q2iSsZinwu-q9CDRgLiS88_4ik7zjY5o6cnnNjs72wYmM4lnLrVm-YcX2-y13KBg6rYTdeY0ROJ4WF4On_7yyAf-92nKeDwB3enyCv_ndGLuRLrjliRtY1_kdqAv_093CFLwcDM8PrtaYk2MyAwyjckTBCxR_23E8gka8kKAXwWDZnG1S3SjD-5p4o3eIBgGAB6PujwGoB6a-G6gHtcEb2AcB&num=1&cid=5GjOwx_Ld4jISEblJcPoXwAy&sig=AOD64_1ZERKjMbZIVPU5LHMFO8dVwc_52w&client=ca-lmc-mcclatchy&adurl=http://try.usconcealedcarry.net/concealed-carry-info-k/%3Fid%3Dga%26sid%3Ddt_dco_ccg%26GA_network%3Dd%26GA_device%3Dc%26GA_campaign%3D59734337%26GA_adgroup%3D2105449577%26GA_target%3D%26GA_placement%3Dwww.kansascity.com%26GA_creative%3D66809880977%26GA_extension%3D%26GA_keyword%3D%26GA_loc_physical_ms%3D9023533%26GA_landingpage%3Dhttp://try.usconcealedcarry.net/concealed-carry-info-k/
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Bs9a5H8zAVe9NztqkA93epKgKzre5xwYAAAAQASDuvoAYOABY5oqk2fABYMnu8omYpPQSsgESd3d3LmthbnNhc2NpdHkuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEJ2gFHaHR0cDovL3d3dy5rYW5zYXNjaXR5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2dvdmVybm1lbnQtcG9saXRpY3MvYXJ0aWNsZTI4NjY3MTQ2Lmh0bWyYAsA-wAIC4AIA6gIxLzc2NzUvS0NNLnNpdGVfa2Fuc2FzY2l0eS9OZXdzL0xvY2FsL0dvdnRQb2xpdGljc_gC8NEekAOkA5gD4AOoAwHgBAGQBgGgBh7YBwA&num=0&cid=5GjZoKUbPgUlcAjqcml44Zsr&sig=AOD64_0GrBDygQ5rCZIrVGM05FT4kTmZSQ&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsty911BEH1FB6aSTs6gah_twXLFyfxc54x8HzdLT6Q1SzDQRHyTwyCP98LMsjBFVkWSfwpoJDi9KWRGmn71dfmQ2cto9CXs4k1y4TftvDtyo8nRl98r8fknQoATd1mVKtdHHKv4mrxOzkk&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJHbd83OqY_4&adurl=http://www.oknativetravel.com/%3Futm_source%3Dkansascity.com%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3Dfy15
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CIt9CIMzAVYbaC4vlpAPikLeQC7bN27UGxs-0uuEBFBABIPyohwkoBGDJ7vKJmKT0EqAB3oKi_QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgSxAU_QEGxyIhr76a-404Zlusd6E4D4f8eoRYwxluu0ST_Evjww0sGh1cAYyUm5LgQGUnQVSJjePcfEgk5xt3fI-Bv4kLoS0hEo97Byd3vCNpFdS2r4z6svotACWFmlISoTotY4Bjm3bhZpTQEYB18ZmPxc-nlJtEy6qaenrhXtlqEqC8tBoVTt5FoOgFpeF4wX5RRmWPfv1srY2J1mU19WX5ia9GARuOVMu5XKcepia5f7cogGAYAHiv3dAqgHpr4b2AcB&num=1&cid=5GjU9jEDRQ9IzpiWmLSktsgT&sig=AOD64_28c1pchksKhr4UBdzvmQzPzIUUzg&client=ca-pub-7642884967523832&adurl=http://ronpaulupdate.com/%3Fcid%3DMKT033949%26eid%3DMKT063172

8/4/2015 Sen. Paul LeVota of Independence resigns amid sexual harassment accusations | The Kansas City Star

“My conduct has been called into question relating to the intern program in the Missouri
Senate and even though there has been no proof of any wrongdoing, the media attention is
a distraction to doing the people’s work,” the Independence Democrat said in a Facebook
post.

“l did not engage in harassment of any intern in the Missouri Senate and an investigation
found no proof of misconduct,” the post continued. “However, | will not put my family,
myself, or the Senate through the process of dealing with the veracity of false allegations
and character assassination against me.”

He said his resignation would take effect Aug. 23 to give him time to coordinate his office’s
transition and to allow Gov. Jay Nixon, who has been critical of LeVota in the context of the
allegations, time to call a special election to fill his seat.

His decision to step down came at the end of three days that tossed his political career into
a quick collapse.

News had broken several weeks earlier that an investigation was underway into the
departure of interns from his office during the spring legislative session. But it wasn'’t clear,
at least publicly, that he was the subject of sexual harassment complaints.

Then on Wednesday, the Senate administrator released a report on the complaints. That
report didn’t make a conclusion on the validity of the charges, but it spelled out details of
accusations from former intern Alissa Hembree. The University of Central Missouri student
said LeVota propositioned her for sex and alienated her in his office after the incident.

LeVota flatly denied the accusations.

The same day, The Star published interviews with Hembree and another intern, a young
woman who also said LeVota had hit on her and then treated her poorly when she worked
in his office five years earlier. The second intern’s story prompted a referral of the case
Thursday to the Senate’s ethics committee and LeVota’s ouster from that panel.

Those intern accounts prompted criticism of LeVota from politicians across the state,
including Nixon and other fellow Democrats.

Then on Friday, The Star published online a story based on a report commissioned by
Central Missouri to determine if Hembree had been the victim of sexual harassment.
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That report said she was likely solicited for sex by LeVota, violating her civil rights. It sprang
from her complaint alleging violations of Title IX — the federal law that protects students in
federally funded education programs from harassment and discrimination based on gender.

The Title IX investigation produced the first document that weighed in on the “he said, she
said” element of the accusations against LeVota. It said her version withstood scrutiny
better than LeVota’'s account.

Hembree said that she went with LeVota to a lobbyist event near the Capitol, that he
coaxed her to his Jefferson City duplex on the pretext that she’d had too much to drink to
drive to her home in Fulton and that he then pressed her for sex.

Hembree told the investigator that LeVota asked her about her sex life, offered her wine,
posed questions suggested by a dating app for people beginning a relationship and said
what his wife and daughters “don’t know won'’t hurt them.”

LeVota denied in the report that he was at the bar with her, that she was ever at his duplex
and that he propositioned her.

Other witnesses corroborated her description of LeVota’'s duplex and said that they were
with both Hembree and LeVota at the event at Gumbo Bottoms near the Capitol.

“The preponderance of the evidence substantiates the investigator’s findings that Senator
LeVota directed unwelcome sexual advances and comments toward Ms. Hembree,” wrote
Derek Teeter, an attorney hired by the university to look into the matter. “This conduct of a
sexual nature ultimately created what would cause a reasonable person to perceive there to
be an intimidating or hostile environment that interfered with the complainant’s academic or
professional performance.”

The investigator also looked at how Hembree was treated before and after that January
night. He concluded her complaints on those counts — she said LeVota sent her
inappropriate text messages before and treated her shabbily after that night — were not
substantiated.

“My investigation did not uncover substantial evidence that the senator acted with retaliatory
animus,” Teeter wrote.

All those conclusions were based on a standard of “whether it is more likely than not that
the sexual misconduct occurred.”
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Still, the report said she had been harmed because “there was a considerable power
disparity that the senator enjoyed over Ms. Hembree by nature of his position that would
limit Ms. Hembree’s ability to say ‘no’ to the senator’s proposal.”

That created even more heat on LeVota.

“The new evidence released (Friday) further calls into question Senator LeVota’s fithess for
office,” Nixon said in a statement released before LeVota’s resignation became public. After
hearing news that LeVota was quitting, the governor’s office said: “This is a necessary step
and is in the best interests of his constituents.”

Jackson County Prosecutor Jean Peters Baker was part of a group of women on Thursday
who had urged the General Assembly to take action against anyone responsible for sexual
harassment. She said Friday night that she respected LeVota’s decision to resign.

“We don’t have time to have these kinds of issues control the debate in the legislature,” she
said.

Hembree, the intern who accused LeVota of harassment, saw the resignation as a positive
step.

“Although he continues to deny all allegations against him, | think this is a great step
forward for the Missouri legislature and specifically women who desired a career in Missouri
politics,” she said by text message to The Star. “Integrity is key to serving the public. | think
this is a great point to start fresh, improve policy and create an environment that fosters
professional integrity.”

Missouri Democratic Party Chairman Roy Temple said it was the right move for LeVota and
his constituents.

“The cloud that had arisen just made it impossible for him to be effective,” the party leader
said.

The allegations against LeVota come several weeks after then House speaker John Diehl,
a Republican, quit the legislature in the wake of a sexting scandal with an intern. At least
two schools, Central Missouri and Missouri Southern State University, pulled interns out of
Jefferson City this spring in the wake of concerns over inappropriate behavior by
lawmakers.
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And The Star documented a culture of sexual harassment pervasive in the Capitol that left
many women saying it was a hostile place for them to work.

The Star’s Jason Hancock contributed to this report.
To reach Scott Canon, call 816-234-4754 or send email to scanon@kcstar.com.

To reach Steve Kraske, call 816-234-4312 or send email to skraske@kcstar.com.
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. Murphy Louviere
Where there is smoke, there is fore!! He quit because he is innocent??? Baloney!!!

Like - Reply - &7 5 - Jul 24,2015 9:27pm

Jonathan Smythe - Las Vegas, Nevada

Put all these perverts in jail. I'm sick of people in positions of responsibility taking advantage to
promote corruption of all sorts. Put these sick animals in prison for a long long time.

Like - Reply - &7 3 - Jul 24, 2015 8:32pm

Heather Richardson
Would that include President Clinton?
Like - Reply - Jul 25,2015 5:07am
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